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The conference will focus on the changing patterns of the development strategy of China, from an export-oriented, 
manufacturing-intensive growth model to a more consumption-oriented, services-intensive growth model, and on the 
identification of the threats and opportunities that it represents for the African and Latin American countries’ growth and 
development performance. The conference will provide an opportunity for experts on the Chinese economy to talk about 
the features of the new development model, in terms of (a) its impact on Chinese growth; (b) aggregate demand rebalanc-
ing; (c) supply-side changes; and (d) effects on global markets.1

African, Asian and Latin American economists will discuss the implications for their respective regions. More specifically, 
they will debate about the current linkages between these emerging regions and China, and how changes in that country 
might propagate to its economies.

9:00 - 9:30. 
Registrations. 

9:30 – 10:00. 
Opening Remarks

José Luis Giusti, Dean, Facultad de Ciencias Económicas-Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA). 
Hugo Florez Timorán, IADB Country Representative, Inter-American Development Bank.
Andrés López, Executive Director, South American Network on Applied Economics-Red Mercosur - Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA).

10:00 – 11:30. 
1st panel: China’s emergence as a global economic power: The debate about China’s new 
development model  

Main goals: (i) to share and understand the main elements of the new China’s development model; (ii) to assess what the 
possible impacts on Chinese and global growth are. 

Keynote presentations

Economic transformation and urbanization in China. 
Xiaobo Zhang, Distinguished Professor of Economics at Peking University and Senior Research Fellow at the International 
Food Policy Research Institute.

From Demographic Dividend to Reform Dividend: 
Transformation of China’s Development Model 
Cai Fang, Director of Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Moderator: Gustavo Bittencourt. Researcher, DECON/UDELAR, Uruguay/ South American Network on Applied Econom-
ics-Red Mercosur.

11:30 - 12:30.
Comments and discussion

Renato Baumann, IPEA, Brazil/South American Network on Applied Economics-Red Mercosur.
Daniel Heymann, Instituto Interdisciplinario de Economía Política (IIEP), FCE, UBA.

12:30 - 13:30. 
Lunch

1. English-Spanish and Spanish-English translation will be provided (Habrá equipos de traducción simultánea disponibles, inglés-español / español-inglés).
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2nd panel: The change of model in China: 
What are the possible impacts on LAC and Africa? 

Main goals: (i) to assess the main impacts of China’s change of model on LAC and Africa in the short and long term; (ii) 
to understand how LAC and African countries are facing this new scenario; (iii) to identify common challenges for both 
regions as natural resources reservoirs; (iv) to share learned lessons from both regions.

13:30 – 15:00. 
Latin American Focus

Mauricio Mesquita Moreira, Trade and Integration Principal Economic Advisor, Inter-American Development Bank.
Pedro da Motta Veiga, Director of Centro de Estudos de Integração e Desenvolvimento (CINDES), Brazil.  
Margaret Myers, Director of the China and Latin American program, Inter-American Dialogue.
Rolando Avendaño, Economist, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

Comments: Ramiro Albrieu, CEDES, Argentina/ South American Network on Applied Economics- Red Mercosur - UBA.
Moderator: Fernando Masi, Director, CADEP,Paraguay/South American Network on Applied Economics - Red Mercosur.

Coffee Break: 15:00 – 15:30

15:30 – 17:00. 
African Focus

Mina Baliamoune, Director of Research, African Center for Economic transformation (ACET), Ghana.
Lawrence Edwards, Professor, School of Economics, University of Cape Town. South Africa.
Melaku Geboye Desta, Professor of International Economic Law, Leicester De Montfort Law School.

Comments: Nicolas Depetris Chauvin, Instituto Interdisciplinario de Economía Política (IIEP), FCE, UBA.
Moderator: Cecilia Alemany, South American Network on Applied Economics/Red Mercosur – UNOPS.

17:00 – 18:30. 
Closing Session: Wrap Up, Common Challenges and Open Discussion

Pablo M. García, Trade and Investment Lead Economist, Inter-American Development Bank.
Andrés López, Executive Director, South American Network on Applied Economics - Red Mercosur - 
Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA).
Guillermo Rozenwurcel, Director, Centro Ideas, UNSAM / UBA.
Leonardo Villar Gómez, Director, Fedesarrollo, Colombia.

SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Xiaobo Zhang is a citizen of China, Zhang earned a B.S. in Mathemat-
ics from Nankai University, China; a M.S. in Economics from Tianjin 
University of Economics and Finance, China; and a M.S. and a Ph.D. 
in Applied Economics and Management from Cornell University in 
January 2000. He is a distinguished professor of Economics and Dep-
uty Dean at the National School of Development at Peking University. 
Zhang joined the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 
in 1998. He has published widely in the fields of economic growth, 
income distribution, public investment and rural industrialization in 
China and other developing countries. He is a co-editor of Chinese 
Economic Review. He was elected as President of the Chinese Econo-
mists Society in 2005-2006. 

Cai Fang, graduated from the Agricultural Economics Department at 
Renmin University of China in 1982. Cai received a Master’s Degree in 
Economics from the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences in 1985 and earned a Doctorate in Economics from the same 
institution in 1989. Since serving as a deputy researcher at the Insti-
tute of Rural Development at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
Cai has held several leadership positions with the academy. He was the 
deputy director of the academy’s Institute of Population Studies and then 
he was dean of the Demography Department at the academy’s graduate 
school. A former chief editor of the Chinese Population Sciences maga-
zine, Cai later directed the academy’s Institute of Population Studies. 
He is the co-author of “The Miracle of China, Development Strategy and 



Economic Reform,” “The Chinese Ongoing Agricultural Economic Reform,” 
and “Competition, Policy Burden and Reform of State-Owned Enterprises” 
with Lin Yifu and Li Tong.

Rolando Avendaño is an Economist at the OECD Development Centre, working 
with the Americas Desk. His research focuses on different areas of financial 
economics, with special interest in financial development, sovereign wealth 
funds and Asia’s impact on emerging economies. Prior to joining the Centre, 
he worked with the University of Los Andes, the Institute of Latin American 
Studies (UCL, London) and the OECD Economics Department. Rolando holds 
a B.Sc. in Industrial Engineering and Operations Research from University of 
Los Andes (Bogotá) and a B.A. in Anthropology, jointly University of London. 
He completed a Master and Ph.D. in Economic Policy Analysis at the Paris 
School of Economics. 

Mauricio Mesquita Moreira is Trade and Integration Principal Economic advisor 
and Research Coordinator of the Integration and Trade Sector of the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank (IDB). He received a Ph.D. in Economics from the Uni-
versity College London. Prior to joining the Bank, Mr. Mesquita Moreira served 
at the Research Department of the Development Bank of Brazil (BNDES), and 
taught at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  He is the lead author 
of “Too Far to Export: Domestic Transport Costs and Regional Export Disparities 
in Latin America”. IDB, 2013; “Shaping the Future of Asia and Latin America 
Relations”. IDB and ADB, 2012; “India: Latin America’s Next Big Thing?” IDB, 
2010; “Unclogging the Arteries: A Report on the Impact of Transport Costs on 
Latin American Trade”. IDB and Harvard University Press 2008, and “Ten Years 
After the Take-off: Taking Stock of China-Latin America and the Caribbean Eco-
nomic Relations among other studies”. IDB 2010, among others.

Pedro da Motta Veiga is Director of Center of Integration and Development Stud-
ies (CINDES) of Brazil and director-partner of Ecostrat Consultores. He is a per-
manent consultant for the Confederação Nacional da Indústria (CNI) of Brazil 
and for the Swiss Agency for Development (SDC). He coordinates the activities 
of the Latin American Trade Network (LATN) in Brazil. He has also acted as 
consultant for many international institutions such as the IDB, World Bank, 
OECD, UNCTAD, CEPAL and ALADI.

Margaret Myers is director of the China and Latin America program. She re-
ceived a BA in Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia and conducted 
her graduate work at The George Washington University, Zhejiang University 
of Technology, and the Johns Hopkins University/Nanjing University Center for 
Chinese-American Studies. Prior to arriving at the Dialogue, she worked as a 
Latin America and China analyst for the US government, which required her 
to travel throughout Latin America and East Asia. Margaret also worked as a 
Senior China Analyst for SAIC and as a Spanish and Chinese teacher in Vir-
ginia Public Schools. While at the Dialogue, Margaret has published numerous 
articles in American, Latin American, and Chinese journals and news outlets.

Mina Baliamoune is the Director of Research at ACET. Dr. Baliamoune has a 
wealth of experience in research and teaching, having published numerous 
journal articles and book chapters on topics related to economic transformation 
in Africa. She has taught at university level in the US and Morocco for nearly 18 
years, and is currently on leave from the University of North Florida. Dr. Balia-
moune has been referee of many academic journals, and has recently served 
as President of the African Finance and Economics Association (AFEA). She is 
also Associate Editor for the “Journal of African Development and Information 
Technology for Development”.

Lawrence Edwards is an Associate Professor in the School of Economics, Uni-
versity of Cape Town. Lawrence graduated with an MSc in Economics from the 
London School of Economics in 1998. He completed his PhD in Economics at 
the University of Cape Town in 2003. Lawrence’s research falls within the field 
of international trade with a specific focus on international trade and labour, 
the determinants of trade flows and economic adjustments to trade liberaliza-
tion. He has published in a number of international and local journals includ-
ing World Development, Journal of International Development, South African 
Journal of Economics and Journal of Studies in Economics and Econometrics. 
He has also consulted widely for the World Bank, the National Treasury, the 
Department of Trade and Industry and is currently a member of the South 
African Growth Project managed by the Centre of International Development 
at Harvard University. 

Daniel Heymann, Licenciado en Economía, Universidad de Buenos Aires. Li-
cenciado en Ciencias Físicas, Universidad de Buenos Aires. Doctor of Phi-
losophy in Economics, University of California, Los Angeles. Profesor de 
Economía, UdeSA. Profesor titular, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Universi-
dad Nacional de la Plata. Miembro titular, Academia Nacional de Ciencias 
Económicas.  Presidente, Asociación Argentina de Economía Política, 2008- 
2010 Coordinador, Área de Análisis Macroeconómico,Comisión Económica 
para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL), Oficina en Buenos Aires, 1987- 
2010 Cursos y ciclos de conferencias dictados en UCLA (University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles); Universidad de Lund, Suecia (en conjunto con A. Lei-
jonhufvud); Universidad Autónoma de México Atzcapotzalco; Universidad de 
Trento, Italia; Universidad Federal de Rio de Janeiro, Universidad de París 
X. Co- Director: XI Summer School: Macroeconomics and Financial Crises: 
Universidad de Trento, 2010; miembro de Comité Académico.

Melaku Desta joined the Leicester De Montfort Law School in September 2013 
as Professor of International Economic Law. Prior to that, Melaku worked at 
the Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy (CEPMLP), 
University of Dundee, Scotland, for over twelve years. At CEPMLP, he 
worked as Teaching/Research Fellow (July 2001-June 2002), Lecturer (June 
2002-September 2004), Senior Lecturer (October 2004-September 2007), 
and Reader in International Economic Law (October 2007-August 2013). 
During his time in Dundee, Melaku served as programme leader for the LL.M. 
degrees in International Business Law and Transactions (July 2001-August 
2013) and in International Dispute Resolution and Management (September 
2006-August 2013), as Director of the overall LL.M. Programme (September 
2006-September 2008), and as Director of the Ph.D. Programme (Septem-
ber 2008-August 2013).

Pablo M. García is Trade and Investment Lead Economist at the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB). He is in charge of the IDB Regional hub for trade and 
investment activities in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay, where 
he leads the design and implementation of projects related to export promotion, 
investment attraction and trade in services. He is also in charge of the IDB clus-
ter for trade and investment promotion. Previously at the IDB he has held coun-
try economist and coordinator positions. He has authored several works and 
studies on international economy, trade in services, and intra-industry trade. He 
has also taught at Georgetown University and at the University of Buenos Aires. 
Mr. Garcia holds a Master’s degree in International Commerce and Policy at 
George Mason University, a Master’s degree in Economics at Di Tella University 
and a BA in Economics at the University of Buenos Aires.

Guillermo Rozenwurcel is Executive Director of the Center for Ideas (Research 
on Economic Development in South America) at the National University of San 
Martín. Mr. Rozenwurcel holds a Master’s degree in Economics at Pontifical 
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro and a BA in Economics at the University 
of Buenos Aires. He is Independent Researcher at the Argentinian National 
Council of Scientific and Technological Research (CONICET) and professor at 
the University of Buenos Aires and National University of San Martín. In the 
public sector he has served as Secretary of State for Small and Medium En-
terprises (1999-2000) and Vice Chief of Staff of the Argentinian Ministry of 
Economy (2000-2001).

Andrés López is Executive Director of the South American Network on Applied 
Economics/Red Mercosur and Director of the Economic Department of the Uni-
versity of Buenos Aires. Mr. Lopez holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the Univer-
sity of Buenos Aires and is professor of Development Economics at the same 
University. Mr. Lopez is also Director of CENIT and researcher at the Argentin-
ian National Council of Scientific and Technological Research (CONICET). His 
area of specialization is industrial economics and technological change. 

Leonardo Villar is Director of Fedesarrollo, the principal private research center 
in Colombia. Previously, he was Chief Economist and Vice President of devel-
opment strategies and public policy at the Corporacion Andina de Fomento 
(CAF) based in Caracas. In the public sector, he was co-director of the Bank 
of the Republic from 1997 to 2009, technical deputy of finance from 1994 
to 1997, and also served on the Advisory Board of Foreign Trade. Addition-
ally, Villar served as a member of the research group at Fedesarrollo. Mr. Villar 
holds a Master degree and BA in Economics at Universidad de los Andes, Co-
lombia and a Master of Science in Economics at London School of Economics.


